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Synopsis

A Masterpiece in Narrative EcclesiologyWatch the New Testament come alive! Understand God'’s
Word like never before!The New Testament is often hard to understand. A major reason is because
it is not arranged in chronological order. Paul’s letters, for example, are arranged by size rather than
chronologically. This makes the New Testament a bit like a Chinese puzzle! For this reason, one
famous Bible scholar said that reading the New Testament letters is like hearing one end of a phone
conversation. The book you hold in your hands reconstructs the other end so that you can
understand virtually every word."The Untold Story of the New Testament Church" is a unique Bible
handbook that weaves Acts and the Epistles together chronologically . . . creating one fluid story.
This epic volume gives readers a first-hand account of the New Testament drama that is riveting
and enlightening. It includes dates, maps, and background information about the people, the cities,
and the events of the first-century church using a "you-are-there" approach.Get up-close and
personal with apostles Paul, Peter, James and John and learn of their personal struggles.
Understand the circumstances behind each inspired letter they penned. Watch the chaotic swirl of
first-century people and events fall into place before your very eyes. Discover what Paul’s "thorn in
the flesh" really was. Learn what happened to all the apostles after the book of Acts was finished.
Be ushered into the living, breathing atmosphere of the first century and uncover the hidden riches
found in God’s Word.
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Customer Reviews

Most Christians have no idea what really happened in the first-century church. In fact, we have
many misconceptions about the early church because our approach to the New Testament is
misguided.The reason for this is simple, yet mostly unknown. The books of the New Testament are
not arranged in chronological order! Paul’s letters, for instance, which make up most of the New
Testament, are arranged according to size instead of chronologically. Therefore, it's difficult to know
what happened when because we don’t read our New Testaments chronologically. To put it another
way, we simply don’t know "the story" of the first-century church because we have never read it in
its historical order.Further, because our New Testament is not in chronological order, we cannot
understand the letters from the perspective of the people who received them. Nor from the
perspective of those who wrote them. We are ignorant of the cultural, the social, and the political
environment behind the New Testament books. Instead, we learn chapters and verses, out of
context. This is one reason why there are so many divisions in the church today. It is because
anyone can prove any doctrine or practice by cutting and pasting verses together when they are
lifted out of their historical, chronological context.There is now a remedy for this. Frank Viola has
written a masterful New Testament handbook that puts the entire first-century story together in an
understandable way. In, The Untold Story of the New Testament Church, Frank takes all the New
Testament books and puts them in their proper chronological order. He then "fills in" all the historical

details behind each book, giving us a complete picture of what really happened in the first century.
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